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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to the amendment filed December 5, 2008. 

2. Claims 47-49 and 5 1-54 are pending. Claims 47, 49 and 54 are independent claims. 

Response to Amendments 

3. Per Applicants' request, Claims 47, 49, 51 and 54 have been amended. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicants' arguments in the Remarks section of the Amendment filed February 14, 2008 
have been fully considered and addressed herein in the Office action. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

5. The Office acknowledges receipt of the Information Disclosure Statements filed 
December 5, 2008 and January 19, 2009. They have been placed in the application file and the 
information referred to therein has been considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of the 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) which form the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not negatived by the manner 
in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 47-49 and 51-54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 5,589,892 to Knee in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,8181,441 to Throckmorton. 
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Claim 47 

Knee discloses at least a user interface unit (see at least FIG. 1) comprising: 
a processor (see at least FIG. 1, component 16); 

an electronic programming guide (EPG) executing on the processor (see at least 
11:32-46) to: 

organize programming information (see at least 19:14-19), including 
correlating universal resource locators (URLs) with particular programs in the 
EPG, the URLs identifying target resources that contain supplemental 
information related to the particular programs (see at least FIG. 20, item 203; 
20:3-12; 46:1-8; 47:19-21; it is noted that the URL is interpreted to be a path 
information to locate another document and in this instance the icon i contains a 
path location information to other program listings). 
Knee does not specifically disclose that the URLs are of Internet URLs and that the EPG 

to: 

enable a user of the user interface to enter additional URLs identifying target 
resources that contain supplemental information related to the particular program, 
wherein the user associates the user entered additional URLs identifying target resources 
with a particular program or channel in the EPG. 

However, in an analogous art, Throckmorton teaches a system that allows additional 
interactivity by adding a two way communication channel to the user interface so that online 
services or the Internet may be accessed using associated data that contains pointers to locations 
(Internet URLs) in the online services or the Internet which are relevant to the TV program (see 
at least Abstract; FIG. 5; 3:55-67; 6:54 - 7:12; 7:36-52; 8:16 - 9:25). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Throckmorton with Knee because this combination would allow 
a user using the Knee system to enter additional URLs in the interface provided by 
Throckmorton to access to online services or the Internet for supplemental information related to 
TV programs, thereby enhancing the effectiveness of EPG taught in Knee. 
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As correctly pointed out by Applicants, Throckmorton provides a menu that may list 
several references which enables a user to click on a reference to enable the system to connect 
and retrieve referenced information from the source located at the listed URL (Throckmorton; 
see at least 9:1-15) but does not provide the user with the capability to enter a URL/hyperlink 
identifying target resources with a particular program in the EPG. 

While agreeing with Applicants' assertion, the examiner respectfully notes that 
Throckmorton also provides a Web browser interface (Throckmorton; see at least 7:36-52) such 
as Netscape, AOL, etc. which allows a user to enter the URL of interest (e.g., 
http://www.cnn.com) in the well-known "Address" box to display the Web page located at that 
address. Thus, the claimed feature of "enabling] a user interface to enter additional URLs 
identifying target resources that contain supplemental information related to the particular 
program" is deemed available to a user of Throckmorton. 

The combination BCnee-Throckmorton further discloses: 

the processor being programmed to search the EPG and identify the particular programs 
having correlated URLs as interactive programs (Free; see at least 34:12-34). 

Claim 48 

The combination Knee-Throckmorton further discloses a visual display (see at least FIG. 
1, item 27 and 9:49-58), the processor being programmed to compile a list of the interactive 
programs and present the list of interactive programs on the visual display (see at least FIG. 5 1 , 
item 530 with the display of"/" icon associated with each of the listed programs; 20:3-13). 

Claim 49 

Knee discloses at least a tangible computer-readable medium encoded with computer- 
executable instructions (see at least FIG. 1, item 21 in view of 10:56-70) configured for: 
designating data fields in an electronic programming guide (EPG) to hold 
programming information (see at least FIG. 18, item 185; 11:31-39; 20:3-11); 

compiling a list of interactive programs, wherein each interactive program in the 
fist is a program having an associated target specification; and 
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presenting the list of interactive programs through [an] the EPG user interface 
(UI) supported by the EPG, 

Knee does not specifically disclose the remaining features of the claim. 
However, in an analogous art, Throckmorton discloses: 

dedicating one of the data fields as a supplemental content field (see at least FIG. 
5; 3:3-5; 3:55-67; 4:28-33; 7:15-20; 7:36-45; 8:1-9:25); 

entering a target specification into the supplemental content field to correlate 
supplemental content with a program, the target specification identifying a location for 
the supplemental content, wherein the entering a target specification into the 
supplemental content field comprises receiving the target specification from a viewer 
accessing an EPG user interface (UI) supported by the EPG; associating, by the viewer, 
the target specification identifying a location for the supplemental content with a 
particular program or channel in the EPG (see at least FIG. 5; 3:3-5; 3:55-67; 4:28-33; 
7:15-20; 7:36-45; 8:1-9:25). 

As correctly pointed out by Applicants, Throckmorton provides a menu that may list 
several references which enables a user to click on a reference to enable the system to connect 
and retrieve referenced information from the source located at the listed URL (Throckmorton; 
see at least 9:1-15) but does not provide the user with the capability to enter a URL/hyperlink 
identifying target resources with a particular program in the EPG. 

While agreeing with Applicants' assertion, the examiner respectfully notes that 
Throckmorton also provides a Web browser interface (Throckmorton; see at least 7:36-52) such 
as Netscape, AOL, etc. which allows a user to enter a URL that s/he associates with a particular 
program of interest (e.g., http://www.cnn.com) in the well-known "Address" box to display the 
Web page located at that address. Thus, the claimed feature of "associating], by the viewer, the 
target specification identifying a location for the supplemental content with a particular program 
or channel in the EPG" is deemed available to a user of Throckmorton. 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use Throckmorton in Knee because the use of Throckmorton would allow 
a user using the Knee system to enter additional URLs in the interface provided by 
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Throckmorton to access to online services or the Internet for supplemental information related to 
TV programs, thereby enhancing the effectiveness of EPG taught in Knee. 

Claim 50 (previously canceled) 

Claim 51 

The rejection of base claim 49 is incorporated. The combination Knee-Throckmorton 
further discloses: 

receiving multiple target specifications for a program (Knee; see at least FIG. 
43 A, item 401; " i " icon; the " * " item referencing a screen - FIG. 44 - which displays 
items to purchase related to a particular program); and 

prioritizing the multiple target specifications according to viewer preferences 
(Knee; see at least 43:7-1 1; Knee teaches screens that may be configured according to 
user preferences). 

Claim 52 

The combination Knee-Throckmorton further discloses wherein the compiling comprises 
searching the EPG for interactive programs (Knee; see at least FIGs. 51; 34:20-27). 

Claim 53 

The combination Knee-Throckmorton further discloses wherein the target specification is 
selected from the group comprising: 

a memory pointer (Throckmorton; see at least 65-67); 

a hyperlink (Throckmorton; see at least 9:1-25; 3:59-67; 6:60-63; 7:41-46; 8:65- 

61);and 

a universal resource locator (URL) (Throckmorton; see at least 9:1-25; 3:59-67; 
6:60-63; 7:41-46; 8:65-67). 



Claim 54 
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Knee discloses at least in a system having an electronic programming guide (EPG) (see 
at least FIG. I), a method comprising: 

correlating additional information with corresponding programming information 
in the EPG (see at least FIG. 20, item 203; 20:3-12; 46:1-8; 47:19-21),; and 

searching the EPG to identify interactive programs within the programming 
information (see at least 34:12-34). 

Knee does not specifically disclose that Knee's additional information is user entered 
hyperlinks; 

wherein the user enters the hyperlinks through an EPG user interface (UI) 
supported by the EPG and associates the hyperlink with a particular program or channel 
in the EPG and that programming information have correlated hyperlinks. 

However, in an analogous art, Throckmorton teaches a system that allows additional 
interactivity by adding a two way communication channel to the user interface so that online 
services or the Internet may be accessed using associated data that contains pointers to locations 
(Internet URLs) in the online services or the Internet which are relevant to the TV program (see 
at least Abstract; FIG. 5; 3:55-67; 6:54 - 7:12; 7:36-52; 8:16 - 9:25). 

It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine Throckmorton with Knee because this combination would allow 
a user using the Knee system to enter additional URLs in the interface provided by 
Throckmorton to access to online services or the Internet for supplemental information related to 
TV programs, thereby enhancing the effectiveness of EPG taught in Knee. 

While agreeing with Applicants' assertion, the examiner respectfully notes that 
Throckmorton also provides a Web browser interface (Throckmorton; see at least 7:36-52) such 
as Netscape, AOL, etc. which allows a user to enter a URL that s/he associates with a particular 
program of interest (e.g., http://www.cnn.com) in the well-known "Address" box to display the 
Web page located at that address. Thus, the claimed feature of "associating], by the viewer, the 
target specification identifying a location for the supplemental content with a particular program 
or channel in the EPG" is deemed available to a user of Throckmorton. 
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It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to use Throckmorton in Knee because the use of Throckmorton would allow 
a user using the Knee system to enter additional URLs in the interface provided by 
Throckmorton to access to online services or the Internet for supplemental information related to 
TV programs, thereby enhancing the effectiveness of EPG taught in Knee. 



Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to Applicant's 
disclosure. 

9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed 
until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened 
statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In 
no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this final action. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hoang-Vu "Antony" Nguyen-Ba whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-3701. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 am to 
5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, John Miller 
can be reached at (571) 272-7353. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (571)273-8300. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be 
directed to the TC 2400 Group receptionist (571) 272-2400. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair- direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Hoang-Vu Antony Nguyen-Ba/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2421 
March 9, 2009 



